
The Fifth Sunday after Pentecost
June 28, 2026 – Setting Three

The Lord Jesus Brings Division on Earth 
for the Sake of Peace with God in Heaven

False prophets preach what their hearers want 
top hear, promising peace even when 
the Lord has spoken “war, famine and 

pestilence” (Jer. 28:8). But if “the Lord has 
truly sent the prophet,” he speaks what 

the Lord has spoken, and “the word of that 
prophet comes to pass” (Jer. 28:9). The 

preaching of God’s Law is hard, because it 
confronts sin, brings it to light and makes 

it worse, “sinful beyond measure,” thereby 
“producing death” in the sinner (Rom. 7:3). 

But through our Baptism into Christ, “we are 
released from the law, having died to that 

which held us captive” (Rom. 7:6). Now we 
belong “to him who has been raised from 

the dead, in order that we may bear fruit for 
God” (Rom. 7:4). Belonging to Him puts us 
at odds with the world and divides us from 

all earthly ties, not only from our human 
family, but each person from his own life. 
For Christ does not come “to bring peace, 

but a sword” (Matt. 10:34). Yet, whoever 
takes up his cross to follow Christ, and 

“loses his life” for Christ’s sake, finds new 
life in Him (Matt. 10:38-39).

—Published by LCMS Worship. Used by 
permission. All rights reserved.

Welcome 
We are thankful you have joined us today! 

Announcements
Hymn	 The Law of God is Good and Wise | 579 (vs. 1-2)

Psalm	 [Psalm 89:15-18, antiphon vs. 1]
P I will sing of the steadfast love of the Lord forever;  

with my mouth I will make known your faithfulness to all generations.
C Blessed are the people who know the festal shout, 

who walk, O Lord, in the light of your face, 
who exult in your name all the day and in your righteousness are exalted.

For you are the glory of their strength; by your favor our horn is exalted.
For our shield belongs to the Lord, our king to the Holy One of Israel.
I will sing of the steadfast love of the Lord forever;  

with my mouth I will make known your faithfulness to all generations.
Please stand. 
Confession & Absolution
In the name of the Father and of the + Son and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. [Matt 28:19b; 18-20]

Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins unto God, our 
Father, beseeching Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness. 

Our help is in the name of the Lord, [Hebrews 10:22] who made heaven and earth. [Psalm 124:8] 

I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord, and You forgave the iniquity of my 
sin. [Psalm 32:5]

Quiet time for self-examination and confession.

O almighty God, merciful Father, I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto you all my 
sins and iniquities with which I have ever offended You and justly deserved Your 
temporal and eternal punishment. But I am heartily sorry for them and sincerely 
repent of them, and I pray You of Your boundless mercy and for the sake of the 
holy, innocent, bitter sufferings and death of Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to be 
gracious and merciful to me, a poor, sinful being.

Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called and ordained servant of Christ, 
announce the grace of God unto all of you, and in the stead and by the command of my Lord 
Jesus Christ I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the + Son and of the 
Holy Spirit. Amen. [ John 20:19-23]

Lord, Have Mercy	 [Mark 10:47, Setting I]



Hymn of Praise–Gloria in Excelsius	 [Luke 2:14; John 1:25]

Prayer of the Day
The Lord be with you. And with thy spirit. [1 Timothy 4:22]

Let us pray…[silence for individual prayer]  Almighty God, by the working 
of Your Holy Spirit, grant that we may gladly hear Your Word 
proclaimed among us and follow its directing; through Jesus 
Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and 
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

Please be seated.

Readings from God’s Word
The Old Testament Reading is from Jeremiah.

Then the prophet Jeremiah spoke to Hananiah the prophet 
in the presence of the priests and all the people who were 

standing in the house of the Lord, and the prophet Jeremiah 
said, “Amen! May the Lord do so; may the Lord make the 
words that you have prophesied come true, and bring back to 
this place from Babylon the vessels of the house of the Lord, 
and all the exiles. Yet hear now this word that I speak in your 
hearing and in the hearing of all the people. The prophets 
who preceded you and me from ancient times prophesied 
war, famine, and pestilence against many countries and great 
kingdoms. As for the prophet who prophesies peace, when 
the word of that prophet comes to pass, then it will be known 
that the Lord has truly sent the prophet.” [ Jeremiah 28:5-9]

This is the Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.
The Epistle Reading is from Romans.

Or do you not know, brothers —for I am speaking to those 
who know the law—that the law is binding on a person 

only as long as he lives? For a married woman is bound by 
law to her husband while he lives, but if her husband dies she 
is released from the law of marriage. Accordingly, she will be 
called an adulteress if she lives with another man while her 
husband is alive. But if her husband dies, she is free from that 
law, and if she marries another man she is not an adulteress. 

 Likewise, my brothers, you also have died to the law through 
the body of Christ, so that you may belong to another, to him 
who has been raised from the dead, in order that we may bear 
fruit for God. For while we were living in the flesh, our sinful 
passions, aroused by the law, were at work in our members 
to bear fruit for death. But now we are released from the law, 
having died to that which held us captive, so that we serve 
in the new way of the Spirit and not in the old way of the 
written code. 

 What then shall we say? That the law is sin? By no means! Yet 
if it had not been for the law, I would not have known sin. 
For I would not have known what it is to covet if the law had 
not said, “You shall not covet.” But sin, seizing an opportuni-
ty through the commandment, produced in me all kinds of 
covetousness. For apart from the law, sin lies dead. I was once 
alive apart from the law, but when the commandment came, 
sin came alive and I died. The very commandment that prom-
ised life proved to be death to me. For sin, seizing an oppor-
tunity through the commandment, deceived me and through 
it killed me. So the law is holy, and the commandment is holy 
and righteous and good. 

 Did that which is good, then, bring death to me? By no means! 
It was sin, producing death in me through what is good, in 
order that sin might be shown to be sin, and through the  
commandment might become sinful beyond measure. 
[Romans 7:1-13]

This is the Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.
Please stand to greet the Gospel reading singing the Alleluia verse. [ John 6:68]



The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew.

Do not think that I have come to bring peace to the 
earth. I have not come to bring peace, but a sword. For I 

have come to set a man against his father, and a daughter 
against her mother, and a daughter-in-law against her 
mother-in-law. And a person’s enemies will be those of his 
own household. Whoever loves father or mother more 
than me is not worthy of me, and whoever loves son or 
daughter more than me is not worthy of me. And whoever 
does not take his cross and follow me is not worthy of me. 
Whoever finds his life will lose it, and whoever loses his 
life for my sake will find it.

 “Whoever receives you receives me, and whoever receives 
me receives him who sent me. The one who receives a 
prophet because he is a prophet will receive a prophet’s re-
ward, and the one who receives a righteous person because 
he is a righteous person will receive a righteous person’s 
reward. And whoever gives one of these little ones even 
a cup of cold water because he is a disciple, truly, I say to 
you, he will by no means lose his reward.” [Matthew 10:34-42]

This is the Gospel of the Lord.

Please be seated.
Children’s Message
The children are invited forward for a message by Pastor Fitch.
Our Confession of Faith
Please stand to confess the Apostles’ Creed printed on the inside back 
cover of the hymnal.

Hymn	 The Law of God is Good and Wise | 579 (vs. 3-6)
Sermon

Please stand.
Offertory

Please be seated.

Offering
In Person | Mail to Church | Bank Bill Pay

Please stand.
Prayer of the Church  	 [1 Timothy 2:1-4]

…let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy.
Those for whom we pray are listed on the Life at Faith insert.
Sacrament of the Altar 	 [2 Timothy 4:22; Colossians 3:1; Psalm 136]

The Lord be with you. And with thy spirit.
Lift up your hearts. We lift them up unto the Lord.
Let us give thanks unto the Lord, our God.
It is meet and right so to do.
It is truly meet, right, and salutary that we should at all times 
and in all places give thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, 
everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Therefore with 
angels and archangels and with all the company of heaven we 
laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising you and 
singing:
The Holy, Holy, Holy 	 [Isaiah 6:3; Matthew 21:9]

O Lord remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray: 
Our Father, who art in heaven,  

 hallowed be Thy name,  
 Thy kingdom come,  
 Thy will be done on earth 
 as it is in heaven.  
 Give us this day our daily bread;  
 and forgive us our trespasses  
 as we forgive those  
 who trespass against us;  
 and lead us not into temptation,  
 but deliver us from evil.  
For Thine is the kingdom  
 and the power and the glory  
 forever and ever. Amen. [Matt 6:9-13]



The Words of Our Lord
Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when he was betrayed, took 

bread, and when he had given thanks, He broke it and gave it 
to the disciples and said: “Take, eat: this is my + body, which is 
given for you. This do in remembrance of me.”

In the same way also he took the cup after supper, and when he 
had given thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of 
you; this is the new testament in my + blood, which is shed for 
you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, 
in remembrance of me.”  
[Matt 26:26-28; Mark 14:22-24; Luke 22:19-20; 1 Cor 11:23-25]

The peace of the Lord be with you always. Amen.
Lamb of God	 [ John 1:29]

Please be seated and come forward at the direction of the ushers
Distribution of Holy Communion/Hymns
The Lord’s Supper is a meal for disciples of Jesus who have been baptized and 
taught (as our Lord says in Matthew 28). Those who have confessed their sins, 
acknowledge Jesus as their Savior from sin, believe that with the bread and the wine 
Christ truly gives us His body and blood for the forgiveness of sins, desire to commit 
themselves to Him in loving obedience, and share the faith confessed at this altar, 
are welcome to participate. If you have any doubts or questions about the gift of the 
Lord’s Supper, we ask that you consult with the pastor or an elder. Children are 
invited to come to the altar with their parents to receive a blessing. 
.Hymns	 These Are the Holy Ten Commands | 581
When all have communed, please stand.

Post Communion Song

Post Communion Prayer
O give thanks unto the Lord, for He is good, 

and His mercy endureth forever.
Let us pray…one God, now and forever. Amen.

Salutation	 [2 Timothy 4:22]

The Lord be with you. And with thy spirit.
Bless we the Lord. Thanks be to God. 

Benediction	 [Numbers 6:24-26]
	 The Lord bless you and keep you.  

The Lord make His face shine upon you  
	 and be gracious unto you.  
The Lord lift up His countenance upon you  
	 and give you + peace. Amen, amen, amen. 

Hymn	 Let Us Ever Walk with Jesus | 685
Sending
Go in peace and serve the Lord. Thanks be to God.
Postlude
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