
Hymn 	 Savior of the Nations Come | 332
Please stand. 
P �In the name of the Father and of the + Son and of the Holy Spirit. C Amen.
Confession & Absolution

P What is Confession?
S Confession has two parts. First that we confess our sins, and second, that we 

receive absolution, that is, forgiveness, from the pastor as from God Himself, 
not doubting, but firmly believing that by it our sins are forgiven before God in 
heaven.

What sins should we confess?
Before God we should plead guilty of all sins, even those we are not aware of, as 

we do in the Lord’s Prayer; but before the pastor we should confess only those sins 
which we know and feel in our hearts.

Which are these?
Consider your place in life according to the Ten Commandments: Are you a father, 

mother, son, daughter, husband, wife, or worker? Have you been disobedient, 
unfaithful, or lazy? Have you been hot-tempered, rude, or quarrelsome? Have 
you hurt someone by your words or deeds? Have you stolen, been negligent, wasted 
anything, or done any harm?

a Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. 
We have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have 
done and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our 
whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly de-
serve your present and eternal punishment. For the sake of your Son, Jesus 
Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may 
delight in your will and walk in Your ways to the glory of your holy name. 
Amen 

P �Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake 
forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His 
authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of 
the + Son and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. [ John 20:19-23]

Kyrie	 [Mark 10:47]

In peace, let us pray to the Lord. Lord, have mercy.
For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord.  

Lord, have mercy.
For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for 

the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord. Lord, have mercy.
For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us pray 

to the Lord. Lord, have mercy.
Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. Amen.

Welcome 
We are thankful you have joined us today! 

First Sunday of Advent
Confirmation Sunday | November 30, 2025-Setting 1
As a Christian godfather, I feel very unfit for the work…just as you, I dare say, may feel very unfit for 

being confirmed and for receiving the Holy Communion… So I suppose I must try to give you 
advice. And the bit of advice that comes into my head is this; don’t expect (I mean, don’t count on 
and don’t demand) that when you are confirmed, or when you make your first Communion, you 
will have all the feelings you would like to have. You may, of course: but also you may not. But 
don’t worry if you don’t get them. They aren’t what matter. The things that are happening to you are 
quite real things whether you feel as you would wish or not, just as a meal will do a hungry person 
good even if he has a cold in the head which will rather spoil the taste. 

Our Lord will give us right feelings if He wishes…and then we must say Thank You. If He doesn’t, then 
we must say to ourselves (and Him) that He knows us best. This, by the way, is one of the very few 
subjects on which I feel I do know something. For years after I had become a regular communicant 
I can’t tell you how dull my feelings were and how my attention wandered at the most important 
moments. It is only in the last year or two that things have begun to come right…which just shows 
how important it is to keep on doing what you are told.  
  —C. S. Lewis, Letters to Children, 26



Please stand to greet the Gospel reading singing:

The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew:

Now when they drew near to Jerusalem and came to 
Bethphage, to the Mount of Olives, then Jesus sent two 

disciples, saying to them, “Go into the village in front of 
you, and immediately you will find a donkey tied, and a 
colt with her. Untie them and bring them to me. If anyone 
says anything to you, you shall say, ‘The Lord needs them,’ 
and he will send them at once.” This took place to fulfill 
what was spoken by the prophet, saying, 

 		  	 “Say to the daughter of Zion,

	 				   ‘Behold, your king is coming to you,

						   humble, and mounted on a donkey,

						   on a colt, the foal of a beast of burden.’” 

 The disciples went and did as Jesus had directed them. 
They brought the donkey and the colt and put on them 

their cloaks, and he sat on them. Most of the crowd spread 
their cloaks on the road, and others cut branches from the 
trees and spread them on the road. And the crowds that 
went before him and that followed him were shouting, 
“Hosanna to the Son of David! Blessed is he who comes in 
the name of the Lord! Hosanna in the highest!” And when 
he entered Jerusalem, the whole city was stirred up, saying, 
“Who is this?” And the crowds said, “This is the prophet 
Jesus, from Nazareth of Galilee.”  [Matthew  21:1-11]

This is the Gospel of the Lord

Please sit.

Noah Freeman Statement of Faith

Hymn	 Hark! A Thrilling Voice is Sounding | 345
Sermon

New Testament Instruction
In the rite of confirmation we individually affirm our 

Baptism in the name of the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 
Let us joyfully share in the catechism’s section on Holy 
Baptism: First, what is Baptism?

Baptism is not just plain water, but it is the water included in 
God’s command and combined with God’s word.

Which is that word of God?
Christ our Lord says in the last chapter of Matthew: 

“Therefore go and make disciples of all nations,  
baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son 
and of the Holy Spirit.”

Prayer of the Day	 [1 Timothy 4:22]

The Lord be with you. And also with you.
Let us pray…[silence for individual prayer] Stir up Your power, O Lord, 

and come that by Your protection we may be rescued from 
the threatening perils of our sins and saved by Your mighty 
deliverance; for You live and reign with the Father and the 
Holy Spirit, one God, one God, now and forever. Amen.

Please be seated.

Readings from God’s Word
Where is God’s truth about our Savior Jesus Christ  

made known?
This truth is made known in the Bible: the Old Testament, 

which promises the coming Savior, and the New Testament, 
which tells of the Savior who has come.

Why do we call the Bible the “Holy Scripture?”
The Bible is the “Holy Scripture” because God the Holy Spirit 

gave to His chosen writers the thoughts that they expressed 
and the words that they wrote. Therefore, the Bible is God’s 
own Word and truth, without error.

The Old Testament Reading is from Isaiah:

The word that Isaiah the son of Amoz saw concerning 
Judah and Jerusalem. 

 It shall come to pass in the latter days

	that the mountain of the house of the Lord

	 shall be established as the highest of the mountains,

	and shall be lifted up above the hills;

	 and all the nations shall flow to it, 

	and many peoples shall come, and say:

	 “Come, let us go up to the mountain of the Lord,

	to the house of the God of Jacob,

	 that he may teach us his ways

	and that we may walk in his paths.”

	 For out of Zion shall go the law, 

	and the word of the Lord from Jerusalem. 

	He shall judge between the nations,

	and shall decide disputes for many peoples;

	 and they shall beat their swords  
into plowshares,

	and their spears into pruning hooks;

	 nation shall not lift up sword against nation,

	neither shall they learn war anymore. 

 O house of Jacob, 	come, let us walk in the light of the 
Lord. [Isaiah 2:1-5]

Time for reflection.
This is the Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

The Epistle Reading is from Romans:

Besides this you know the time, that the hour has come for 
you to wake from sleep. For salvation is nearer to us now 

than when we first believed. The night is far gone; the day 
is at hand. So then let us cast off the works of darkness 
and put on the armor of light. Let us walk properly as in 
the daytime, not in orgies and drunkenness, not in sexual 
immorality and sensuality, not in quarreling and jealousy. 
But put on the Lord Jesus Christ, and make no provision 
for the flesh, to gratify its desires. [Romans 13:11-14]

Time for reflection.
 This is the Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.



Second, what benefits does Baptism give?
It works forgiveness of sins, rescues from death and the devil, 

and gives eternal salvation to all who believe this, as the 
words and promises of God declare.

Which are these words and promises of God?
Christ our Lord says in the last chapter of Mark:  

Whoever believes and is baptized will be saved, but 
whoever does not believe will be condemned.”

The Rite of Confirmation
Please turn to page 272 in the Lutheran Service Book.

Noah Freeman 
When Abram was ninety-nine years old the Lord appeared 

to Abram and said to him, “I am God Almighty; walk 
before me, and be blameless, Genesis 17:1

Please stand
God commands and invites believers in Jesus Christ to pray.
We should pray to the true God only, Father, Son, and Holy 

Spirit, not to idols, saints, or anything God has created. In 
our prayers we should ask for everything that tends to the 
glory of God and to our own and our neighbor’s welfare, 
both spiritual and bodily blessings. We should also praise and 
thank God for who He is and what He has done.

Prayer of the Church 	 [1 Timothy 2:1-4]

…let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy.
Those for whom we pray are listed on the Life at Faith insert.
Gathering of the Offering

In Person | Mail to Church | Bank Bill Pay
Offertory

Please stand.
Sacrament of the Altar 	 [2 Timothy 4:22; Colossians 3:1; Psalm 136]

The Lord be with you. And also with you.
Life up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give thanks and praise.
It is truly meet, right, and salutary that we should at all times 

and in all places give thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty 
Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ our Lord, 
whose way John the Baptist prepared, proclaiming Him the 
promised Messiah, the very Lamb of God who takes away the 
sin of the world, and calling sinners to repentance that they

 might escape from the wrath to be revealed when He comes 
again in glory. Therefore with angels and archangels, and with 
all the company of heaven we laud and magnify your glorious 
name, evermore praising you and singing:

The Holy, Holy, Holy	 [Isaiah 6:3; Matthew 21:9]

Admonition to Communicants and Words of Institution
I exhort you in Christ that you give attention to the 

testament of Christ in true faith, and above all take to 
heart the words with which Christ presents His body and 
blood to us for forgiveness; that you take note of and give 
thanks for the boundless love that He showed us when 
He saved us from the wrath of God, sin, death and hell by 
His blood; and that you then externally receive the bread 
and wine, that is, His body and blood, as a guarantee and 
pledge. It is well that we hear again: what is the Sacrament 
of the Altar?

It is the true body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ under 
the bread and wine, instituted by Christ Himself for us 
Christians to eat and to drink.

Lord’s Prayer	 [Matt 6:9-13]
Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray:
Our Father, who art in heaven,  

 hallowed be Thy name,  
 Thy kingdom come,  
 Thy will be done on earth 
 as it is in heaven.  
 Give us this day our daily bread;  
 and forgive us our trespasses  
 as we forgive those  
 who trespass against us;  
 and lead us not into temptation,  
 but deliver us from evil.  
For Thine is the kingdom  
 and the power and the glory  
 forever and ever. Amen. 

The Words of Our Lord
Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when he was betrayed, 

took bread, and when he had given thanks, he broke it and 
gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat: this is my + body, 
which is given for you. This do in remembrance of me.”

In the same way also he took the cup after supper, and when 
he had given thanks, he gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, 
all of you; this is my + blood of the New Testament, which 
is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as 
you drink it, in remembrance of me.”  
[Matt 26:26-28; Mark 14:22-24; Luke 22:19-20; 1 Cor 11:23-25]



The peace of the Lord be with you always. Amen.
Lamb of God	 [ John 1:29]

Please be seated and come forward at the direction of the ushers.
Distribution of Holy Communion/Hymns
The Lord’s Supper is a meal for disciples of Jesus who have been baptized and taught 
(as our Lord says in Matthew 28). Those who have confessed their sins, acknowledge 
Jesus as their Savior from sin, believe that with the bread and the wine Christ truly 
gives us His body and blood for the forgiveness of sins, desire to commit themselves to 
Him in loving obedience, and share the faith confessed at this altar, are welcome to 
participate. If you have any doubts or questions about the gift of the Lord’s Supper, we 
ask that you consult with the pastor or an elder. Children are invited to come to the 
altar with their parents to receive a blessing.

Hymns	 O Bride of Christ, Rejoice | 335 
	 Hark the Glad Sound | 349	
When all have communed, please stand.

Post Communion Song	 [Luke 2:29-32]

Post Communion Prayer
	Let us pray…one God, now and forever. Amen.
Please stand.
Benediction	 [Numbers 6:24-26]
	 The Lord bless you and keep you.  

The Lord make His face shine on you  
	 and be gracious to you.  
The Lord look upon you with favor  
	 and give you + peace. Amen. [Numbers 6:24-26]

Hymn	 The Advent of Our King | 331
Passing of the Lord’s peace
Postlude
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