Second Sunday after Christmas
January 4, 2026 (Setting 3)

God has given Jesus to you, but have you ever lost Him? Sometimes it
happens suddenly when a crisis or a tragedy strikes. We thought that He
was by our side, but then we ask, "Where was He when | needed Him the
most?" He never left us. We left Him. Or, sometimes it happens gradually.
Jesus drifts away "unnoticed” when we are distracted by our own needs
or the pressures of life until something makes us realize that He is
missing and we stop to say, "Where is He?" If Mary and Joseph can lose
Jesus, so can we!

Jesus has never been lost. We have! He was exactly where He was supposed
to be - in the temple doing His Father's work. Twenty-plus years later,
His disciples thought that He was lost when He died on Calvary. But He
wasn't lost. He was exactly where He needed to be on the cross dying for
the sins of the world; and in the tomb sanctifying the graves of believers;
then raised from the dead to bring life to all those who believe in Him!
Our Heavenly Father agonizes when His children go missing. When we
were lost in sin and death, it was Jesus who came to find, rescue and save
us!

—Pastor Scott Snow

Welcome Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and

We are thankful you have joined us today! confess our sins unto God, our Father, beseeching Him in the

Hymn Now, Sing We, Now Rejoice | 386~ name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness. Our help
b b

Entrance Psalm [Psalm 119:97-104]
P Oh how I love your law! It is my meditation all the day.
Your commandment makes me wiser than my enemies,
for it is ever with me.
I have more understanding than all my teachers,
for your testimonies are my meditation.
I understand more than the aged, for I keep your precepts.
I hold back my feet from every evil way,
in order to keep your word.
I do not turn aside from your just decrees,
for you have taught me.
How sweet are your words to my taste,
sweeter than honey to my mouth!
Through your precepts I get understanding;
therefore I hate every false way.
Glory be to the Father and to the Son
and to the Holy Spirit;

as it was in the beginning,

is in the name of the Lord, [Hebrews 10:22]

who made heaven and earth. (pulm 1243)

I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord,

and You forgave the iniquity of my sin. [Pulm 32|
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O almighty God, merciful Father, I, a poor, miserable sinner,
confess unto you all my sins and iniquities with which I
have ever offended You and justly deserved Your temporal
and eternal punishment. But I am heartily sorry for them
and sincerely repent of them, and I pray You of Your
boundless mercy and for the sake of the holy, innocent,
bitter sufferings and death of Your beloved Son, Jesus
Christ, to be gracious and merciful to me, a poor, sinful
being. Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, asa
called and ordained servant of the Word, announce the grace of
God unto all of you, and in the stead and by the command of my
Lord Jesus Christ I forgive you all your sins in the name of the
Father and of the + Son and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.

[John20:19-23]

is now, and will be forever. Amen. Iiyrie [Mark 10:47]
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Gloria [Luke 2:14; John 1:29)] shall give you.” And Solomon said, “You have shown great
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Prayer of the Day on earth.
The Lord be with you. And with thy spirit. In him we have obtained an inheritance, having been predes-
Let us pray... [silence for individual prayer] Almighty God, You tined according to the purpose of him who works all things
have poured into our hearts the true Light of Your incarnate according to the counsel of his will, so that we who were
Word. Grant that this Light may shine forth in our lives; the ﬁfSF to hope in Christ might be to the praise of his glo-
through the same Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives ry. In him you also, when you heard the word of truth, the

gospel of your salvation, and believed in him, were sealed
with the promised Holy Spirit, who is the guarantee of our

inheritance until we acquire possession of it, to the praise
P/t’ﬂfc’ /ﬂ’jc’ﬂl‘c’d thiS glOl‘y. [I?phcx‘mn\‘ 1:3-14]

Readings from God's Word i
The Old Testament Reading is from First Kings: Thisis the Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.
The king went to Gibeon to sacrifice there, for that was the
great high place. Solomon used to offer a thousand burnt
offerings on that altar. At Gibeon the Lord appeared to
Solomon in a dream by night, and God said, “Ask what I

and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
forever. Amen.

Please stand to greet the Hoé/ Go&pc/ singing:




The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke:
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Glo-ry be to Thee, O Lord.

he child [Jesus] grew and became strong, filled with

wisdom. And the favor of God was upon him.

Now his parents went to Jerusalem every year at the Feast of
the Passover. And when he was twelve years old, they went
up according to custom. And when the feast was ended, as
they were returning, the boy Jesus stayed behind in Jerusa-
lem. His parents did not know it, but supposing him to be
in the group they went a day’s journey, but then they began
to search for him among their relatives and acquaintances,
and when they did not find him, they returned to Jerusa-
lem, searching for him. After three days they found him in
the temple, sitting among the teachers, listening to them
and asking them questions. And all who heard him were
amazed at his understanding and his answers. And when

Prayer of the Church
...let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy.
Those for whom we pray are listed on the Lg[f at Faith insert.

Please stand,

Sacrament of the Altar
The Lord be with you. And with thy spirit.
Lift up your hearts. We lift them up unto the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord, our God.

It is meet and right so to do.

[1 Timothy 2:1-4]

[2 Timothy 4:22; Colossians 3:1; Psalm 136]

It is truly meet, right, and salutary that we should at all times

and in all places give thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty
Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ our Lord,

whose way John the Baptist prepared, proclaiming Him the
promised Messiah, the very Lamb of God who takes away the
sin of the world, and calling sinners to repentance that they
might escape from the wrath to be revealed when He comes
again in glory. Therefore with angels and archangels, and with

his parents saw him, they were astonished. And his mother
said to him, “Son, why have you treated us so? Behold, your
father and I have been searching for you in great distress.”
And he said to them, “Why were you looking for me? Did
you not know that I must be in my Father’s house?” And P

all the company of heaven we laud and magnify your glorious
name, evermore praising you and singing:

Holy, Holy, Holy

[Isaiah 6:3; Matthew 21:9]

they did not understapd the saying that he spoke to them. . S STEE eglai
And he went down with them and came to Nazareth and o = |
was submissive to them. And his mother treasured up all Ho - ly, ho - ly, ho - ly LordGod of Sab - a - oth;

these things in her heart.
And Jesus increased in wisdom and in stature and in favor
with God and man. [Luke 2:40-52]

This is the Gospel of the Lord.
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Praise be to Thee, O  Christ.
Our Confession of Faith
Please stand to wnfé&s the Nicene Creed prz‘mm’ on the inside back cover of ‘
the h)/mmzl

heav’'n and earth are full Ho - san - na,
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Bless-ed is He,

of Thy glo - ry.

ho - san - na, ho - san-na in the high - est.
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} bless-ed is He, bless-ed is He that com-eth in the name of the Lord.
Please sit.

Children’s Message [Mark 10:14-16; Mate 19:14; Luke 18:16-17]

The children are invited forward for a message led by Pastor Erkkinen.
Hymn Within the Father’s House | 410
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The Lord's Prayer
Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray:
Our Father, who art in heaven,

Sermon

Gathering of the Offering

In Person | Mail to Church | Bank Bill Pay hallowed be Thy name,
Offertory Hymn [Psalm 116:12-13,17-19] Thy klllllgl()logl come, "
O ——— N Thy will be done on eart
= g — ] as it is in heaven.
Cre-ate in  me a clean heart, O God, and re - Give us this day our daily bread;
Y YT S N N S I and forgive us our trespasses

as we forgive those

a- who trespass against us;

and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.

For Thine is the kingdom

and the power and the glory

forever and ever. Amen. [Muc6:9-13]
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from me. Re-store un-to me the joy of Thy sal - va -
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tion, and up - hold me with  Thy free spir-it.



The Words of Our Lord

Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when he was betrayed, took
bread, and when he had given thanks, he broke it and gave it to
the disciples and said: “Take, cat: this is My =+ body, which is
given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.”

In the same way also he took the cup after supper, and when he
had given thanks, he gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of
you; this cup is the new testament in My -+ blood, which is shed
for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink
it, in remembrance of me.”

M 26:26-28; Mark 14:22-24; Luke 22:19-20; 1 Cor 11:23.25)]
The peace of the Lord be with you always. Amen. [john20:19]

Lamb of God

[John 1:29]
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have mer-cy up - on us.
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O  Christ,Thou Lamb of God, that tak-est a-way the
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sin of the

world, grant us Thy

peace.

Please be seated and come forward at the direction of the ushers.
Distribution of Holy Communion/Hymns

The Lords Su])per isa mm/far dz'sap/fx afjmzx who have been bﬂpﬂzm' and mugbt

(as our Lovd says in Matthew 28). Those who have mnffmd their sins, ﬂcknow/edge

Jesuts as their Savior ﬁom sin, believe that with the bread and the wine Christ [mb/
gives us His body and blood for the forgiveness ofyz'm; desire to commit themselves 1o
Him in /ozziﬂg obedience, and share the faith cmfm@d at this altar;, are welcome to

PﬂVliCZPﬂ[K ]]/_)/0% })ﬂl/f any dOﬂ/ﬁS or qmslz'om ﬂbo%l‘ [}]é‘gﬁ Oj/[bé’ LOV&ZI} SMP‘IMK we

ask that you consult with the pastor or an elder: Children are invited 1o come 1o the
altar with their parents to receive a b/e;xl’ng

Come Thou Fount of Every Blessing | 686
Lord of All Hopefulness | 738

God Loves Me Dearly | 392
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Hymns
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Post Communion Song

Lord, now You let Your ser-vant go in peace;

Your word has been ful -

AT, A Yo Ol L ol | B
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Glo-ry be to the Fa-ther and to the Son and to the Ho-ly Spir-it;
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as it was in the be-gin-ning, is now, and will be for-ev-er. A - men.

Post Communion Prayer
O give thanks unto the Lord, for He is good,
and His mercy endureth forever.

Let us pray...one God, now and forever. Amen.

Salutation and Benedicamus

The Lord be with you. And with thy spirit.
Bless we the Lord. Thanks be to God.

Benediction
The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine upon you
and be gracious unto you.
The Lord lift up His countenance upon you
and give you + peace. Amen, amen, amen.

[1Timothy 4:22]

[Numbers 6:24-26]

Hymn Go Tell It on the Mountain | 388
Passing of the Lord’s peace
Postlude
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1 The purposc of this congregation shall be to serve its members and community and to spread the Kingdom of God by preaching the Word of God, by the administration of the Sacraments and by the

religious instruction of youth and adules, according to the confessional standard of the Lucheran Church, and to foster Christian fellowship and charicy. It shall also be the purpose and the

responsibility of this congregation to provide a Christian and parochial education for its children to the best of its abilicy.
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