
Welcome 
We are thankful you have joined us today! 

Hymn When Morning Gilds the Skies | 807
Entrance Psalm [Psalm 66:1-2, 8-9, 20; antiphon :Psalm 66:16]
Come and hear, all you who fear God, 

and I will tell what he has done for my soul.
Shout for joy to God, all the earth; 

sing the glory of his name;  
give to him glorious praise!

Bless our God, O peoples;  
let the sound of his praise be heard. 
who has kept our soul among the living  
and has not let our feet slip.

Blessed be God, 
because he has not rejected my prayer or removed his steadfast love from me!

Glory be to the Father and to the Son 
 and to the Holy Spirit;  
as it was in the beginning,  
 is now, and will be forever. Amen.

Come and hear, all you who fear God, 
and I will tell what he has done for my soul.

Please stand. 
Confession & Absolution
P  In the name of the Father and of the + Son and of the Holy Spirit.  

a Amen. [Matt 28:19b; 18-20]

If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.  
But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins and 
cleanse us from all unrighteousness. [1 John 1:8-9]

Quiet time for self-examination and confession
Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. Most merciful God, we confess that we 

are by nature sinful and unclean. We have sinned against you in thought, word, 
and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. We have not 
loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We 
justly deserve your present and eternal punishment. For the sake of your Son, Jesus 
Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight 
in your will and walk in Your ways to the glory of your holy name. Amen

Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives you 
all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I therefore 
forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the + Son and of the Holy 
Spirit. Amen. [ John 20:19-23]

The Sixth Sunday of Easter
May 5, 2024 – Setting One

God hath chosen the foolish things of the world 
to confound the wise. 1 Cor 1:27 

Unless we are weak Christ cannot exercise 
His strength on us. If it were our strength 

and power with which we resist our 
enemies, we should have the glory and not 

Christ. But experience teaches us that we 
are not such as can help themselves, but 

God must do it.  
Thus God is glorified in our infirmity.

The Lord Christ comforts us in that we know for 
certain that at times we shall be weak whilst 

our enemies are strong and boastful, but 
Christ wins the victory in the end.

Thus God deals with us when we ourselves 
and all that we stand for are yielding and 

going to pieces before the world, when 
we are outwardly weak in the eyes of the 

world, or when each single Christian is 
hard-pressed, so that we are not afraid or 

dispirited. Here we learn that our Lord, God 
does not jest when He feigns to be weak, 

but is in earnest, for He will cast down the 
mighty through the weak and will exalt the 

weak. But we must not look upon these 
things with the eyes of worldly reason, as is 

generally done, or we shall be lost. We must 
know that it is God’s Will to overcome the 

mighty through the weak. We must believe 
this and straightway shut our eyes.

—Martin Luther, Sermons on John 6-8
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Readings from God’s Word
The First Reading is from Acts:

So Peter opened his mouth and said: “Truly I understand 
that God shows no partiality, but in every nation anyone 
who fears him and does what is right is acceptable to him. 
As for the word that he sent to Israel, preaching good 
news of peace through Jesus Christ (he is Lord of all), you 
yourselves know what happened throughout all Judea, 
beginning from Galilee after the baptism that John  
proclaimed: how God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with 
the Holy Spirit and with power. He went about doing 
good and healing all who were oppressed by the devil, 
for God was with him. And we are witnesses of all that 
he did both in the country of the Jews and in Jerusalem. 
They put him to death by hanging him on a tree, but God 
raised him on the third day and made him to appear, not 
to all the people but to us who had been chosen by God as 
witnesses, who ate and drank with him after he rose from 
the dead. And he commanded us to preach to the people 
and to testify that he is the one appointed by God to be 
judge of the living and the dead. To him all the prophets 
bear witness that everyone who believes in him receives 
forgiveness of sins through his name.” 

 While Peter was still saying these things, the Holy Spirit fell 
on all who heard the word. And the believers from among 
the circumcised who had come with Peter were amazed, 
because the gift of the Holy Spirit was poured out even 
on the Gentiles. For they were hearing them speaking in 
tongues and extolling God. Then Peter declared, “Can 
anyone withhold water for baptizing these people, who 
have received the Holy Spirit just as we have?” And he 
commanded them to be baptized in the name of Jesus 
Christ. Then they asked him to remain for some days.  
[Acts 10:34-48]

Time for reflection.
This is the Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.
The Epistle Reading is from First John:

Everyone who believes that Jesus is the Christ has been 
born of God, and everyone who loves the Father loves 

whoever has been born of him. By this we know that we 
love the children of God, when we love God and obey 
his commandments. For this is the love of God, that we 
keep his commandments. And his commandments are 
not burdensome. For everyone who has been born of 
God overcomes the world. And this is the victory that has 
overcome the world—our faith. Who is it that overcomes 
the world except the one who believes that Jesus is the 
Son of God? 

 This is he who came by water and blood—Jesus Christ; not 
by the water only but by the water and the blood. And 
the Spirit is the one who testifies, because the Spirit is the 
truth. For there are three that testify: the Spirit and the 
water and the blood; and these three agree. [1 John 5:1-8]

Time for reflection.
This is the Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

Lord, Have Mercy [Mark 10:47, Setting I]

Hymn of Praise [Revelation 5:12-13; 19:5-9]

Hymn In Thee Is Gladness | 818 
Prayer of the Day
The Lord be with you. And also with you. [1 Timothy 4:22]

Let us pray…[silence for individual prayer] O God, the giver of all that 
is good, by Your holy inspiration grant that we many think 
those things that are right and by Your merciful guiding 
accomplish them; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, 
who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, 
now and forever. Amen.

Please be seated.



Please stand to greet the Gospel reading singing the Alleluia verse. [ John 6:68]

The Holy Gospel according to St. John:

As the Father has loved me, so have I loved you. Abide in 
my love. If you keep my commandments, you will abide 

in my love, just as I have kept my Father’s commandments 
and abide in his love. These things I have spoken to you, 
that my joy may be in you, and that your joy may be full.

 “This is my commandment, that you love one another as 
I have loved you. Greater love has no one than this, that 
someone lay down his life for his friends. You are my 
friends if you do what I command you. No longer do I 
call you servants, for the servant does not know what his 
master is doing; but I have called you friends, for all that 
I have heard from my Father I have made known to you. 
You did not choose me, but I chose you and appointed 
you that you should go and bear fruit and that your fruit 
should abide, so that whatever you ask the Father in my 
name, he may give it to you. These things I command you, 
so that you will love one another. [ John 15:9-17]

This is the Gospel of the Lord.

Please sit.
Children’s Talk [Mark 10:14-16; Matt 19:14; Luke 18:16-17]

The children are invited forward for a message  
based on today’s Scripture readings led by Pastor Erkkinen.

Hymn  On Galilee’s High Mountain | 835 (1, 4, 5, 6)

Sermon
Our Confession of Faith
Please stand to confess the Apostles’ Creed printed on the inside back 
cover of the hymnal.
Prayer of the Church  [1 Timothy 2:1-4]

…let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy.
Those for whom we pray are listed on the Life at Faith insert.
 Please be seated.
Offering

In Person | Mail to Church | Bank Bill Pay 

Offertory Hymn Where Charity and Love | 845 (1, 2)
Please stand.

Sacrament of the Altar  [2 Timothy 4:22; Colossians 3:1; Psalm 136]

The Lord be with you. And also with you.
Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord, our God.
It is right to give Him thanks and praise.

It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times 
and in all places give thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, 
everlasting God, through Jesus Christ our Lord. And most  
especially are we bound to praise you on this day for the  
glorious resurrection of Your Son, Jesus Christ, the very Paschal 
lamb, who was sacrificed for us and bore the sins of the world. 
By his dying he destroyed death, and by his rising again he has 
restored to us everlasting life. Therefore with Mary Magdalene, 
Peter, James, and John, and with all the witnesses of the  
resurrection, with angels and archangels, and with all the 
company of heaven we laud and magnify your glorious name, 
evermore praising you and singing:
The Holy, Holy, Holy  [Isaiah 6:3; Matthew 21:9]

The Words of Our Lord
Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when he was betrayed, 

took bread, and when he had given thanks, he broke it and 
gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat: this is my + body, 
which is given for you. This do in remembrance of me.”

In the same way also he took the cup after supper, and when 
he had given thanks, he gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, 
all of you; this is my + blood of the New Testament, which 
is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as 
you drink it, in remembrance of me.”  
[Matt 26:26-28; Mark 14:22-24; Luke 22:19-20; 1 Cor 11:23-25]

As often as we eat this bread and drink this cup, we proclaim 
the Lord’s death until he comes. Amen. Come, Lord Jesus. 
[1 Cor 11:26; Rev 22:20]

O Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, in giving us Your 
body and blood to eat and to drink, You lead us to remember 
and confess Your holy cross and passion, Your blessed death, 
Your rest in the tomb, Your resurrection from the dead, 
Your ascension into heaven, and Your coming for the final 
judgment. So remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to 
pray: 



Our Father, who art in heaven,  
 hallowed be Thy name,  
 Thy kingdom come,  
 Thy will be done on earth 
 as it is in heaven.  
 Give us this day our daily bread;  
 and forgive us our trespasses  
 as we forgive those  
 who trespass against us;  
 and lead us not into temptation,  
 but deliver us from + evil.  
For Thine is the kingdom  
 and the power and the glory  
 forever and ever. Amen.  
[Matt 6:9-13]

The peace of the Lord be with you always. Amen. [ John 20:19

Lamb of God [ John 1:29]

Please be seated and come forward at the direction of the ushers.

Distribution of Holy Communion/Hymns
The Lord’s Supper is a meal for disciples of Jesus who have been baptized and 
taught (as our Lord says in Matthew 28). Those who have confessed their sins, 
acknowledge Jesus as their Savior from sin, believe that with the bread and the 
wine Christ truly gives us His body and blood for the forgiveness of sins, desire to 
commit themselves to Him in loving obedience, and share the faith confessed at 
this altar, are welcome to participate. If you have any doubts or questions about 
the gift of the Lord’s Supper, we ask that you consult with the pastor or an elder. 
Children are invited to come to the altar with their parents to receive a blessing. 

Hymns  Love Divine, All Loves Excelling | 700 
 What a Friend We Have | 770
Please stand.

Post Communion Song [Luke 2:29-32]

Post Communion Prayer
Let us pray... one God, now and forever. Amen.
Please be seated.
Announcements
Please stand.
Benediction [Hebrew 13:20-21]

The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make His face to shine on  
you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look upon you with favor and + give you peace. 
Amen.

Hymn Christ the Eternal Lord | 829
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