
Welcome 
We are thankful you have joined us today! 

Hymn	 Baptismal Waters Cover Me | 616
Please stand. 
Confession & Absolution
P �In the name of the Father and of the + Son and of the 

Holy Spirit.  
a Amen. [Matt 28:19b; 18-20]

If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the 
truth is not in us. But if we confess our sins, God, who 
is faithful and just, will forgive our sins and cleanse 
us from all unrighteousness. [1 John 1:8-9]

Quiet time for self-examination and confession.
Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. Most 
merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful 
and unclean. We have sinned against you in thought, 
word, and deed, by what we have done and by what 
we have left undone. We have not loved you with our 

whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve 
your present and eternal punishment. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, 
have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in 
your will and walk in Your ways to the glory of your holy name. Amen.

Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake 
forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His 
authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and  
of the + Son and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. [ John 20:19-23]

Lord, Have Mercy (Chanted)	 [Mark 10:47, Setting I]

The Sixth Sunday of Easter
May 10, 2026 – Setting One

The Lord Jesus Comforts Us with the 
Preaching of His Resurrection

“The God who … gives to all mankind 
life and breath and everything” (Acts 

17:24–25) wants all people to seek Him 
that they might “feel their way toward 

him and find him” (Acts 17:27). But 
in our sinful ignorance, we humans 

turn instead to idols “formed by the art 
and imagination of man” (Acts 17:29). 
Therefore, God appointed the Man of 
Righteousness, Jesus Christ, and “has 

given assurance to all by raising him 
from the dead” (Acts 17:31). Because 
He lives, we also live (John 14:19) in 

His forgiveness, and thus we love Him 
and keep His commandments (John 

14:15). While the risen Lord prepares us 
for His ascension, He will not leave us 

“as orphans” (John 14:18), but He gives 
“another Helper,” the Holy Spirit, to be 

with us forever (John 14:16) through the 
preaching of “Jesus and the resurrection” 

Acts 17:18). Because He “suffered once 
for sins, the righteous for the unrighteous 

” (1 Peter 3:18), we “honor Christ the 
Lord as holy” and are always “prepared 
to make a defense to anyone who asks” 

for the reason for our hope (1 Peter 
3:15). Our Baptism “now saves” us “as 

an appeal to God for a good conscience, 
through the resurrection of Jesus Christ” 

(1 Peter 3:21)
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periods and the boundaries of their dwelling place, that they 
should seek God, and perhaps feel their way toward him and 
find him. Yet he is actually not far from each one of us, for

	 						      “‘In him we live and move and have our being’; 

								        	as even some of your own poets have said,

	 									         “‘For we are indeed his offspring.’

 Being then God’s offspring, we ought not to think that the 
divine being is like gold or silver or stone, an image formed by 

the art and imagination of man. The times of ignorance God 
overlooked, but now he commands all people everywhere to 
repent, because he has fixed a day on which he will judge the 
world in righteousness by a man whom he has appointed; and 
of this he has given assurance to all by raising him from the 
dead.” [Acts 17:16-31]

Time for reflection.
Easter Gradual	 [Matt. 28:7: Heb. 2:7; Psalm 8:6]
Christ  has risen from the dead.
[God the Father] has crowned him with glory and honor.
He has given him dominion over the works of his hands;
he has put all things under his feet.
The Second Reading is from First Peter:

Now who is there to harm you if you are zealous for what is 
good? But even if you should suffer for righteousness’ sake, 

you will be blessed. Have no fear of them, nor be troubled, 
but in your hearts honor Christ the Lord as holy, always 
being prepared to make a defense to anyone who asks you for 
a reason for the hope that is in you; yet do it with gentleness 
and respect, having a good conscience, so that, when you are 
slandered, those who revile your good behavior in Christ may 
be put to shame. For it is better to suffer for doing good, if 
that should be God’s will, than for doing evil. 

 For Christ also suffered once for sins, the righteous for the un-
righteous, that he might bring us to God, being put to death 
in the flesh but made alive in the spirit, in which he went and 
proclaimed to the spirits in prison, because they formerly did 
not obey, when God’s patience waited in the days of Noah, 
while the ark was being prepared, in which a few, that is, eight 
persons, were brought safely through water. Baptism, which 
corresponds to this, now saves you, not as a removal of dirt 
from the body but as an appeal to God for a good conscience, 
through the resurrection of Jesus Christ, who has gone into 
heaven and is at the right hand of God, with angels, authori-
ties, and powers having been subjected to him. [1Peter 3:13-22]

This is the Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.
Please stand to greet the Gospel reading singing the Alleluia verse. [ John 6:68]

Hymn of Praise–This Is The Feast 	 [Revelation 5:12-13; 19:5-9]

Sung to music on page 155.
This is the feast of victory for our God.  

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.
Worthy is Christ, the Lamb who was slain, whose blood set us 

free to be people of God. Refrain
Power, riches, wisdom, and strength, and honor, blessing, and 

glory are his. Refrain
Sing with all the people of God, and join in the  

Hymn of all creation: Blessing, honor, glory, and might be to 
God and the Lamb forever. Amen. Refrain

For the Lamb who was slain has begun his reign. Alleluia. 
Refrain

Prayer of the Day

Let us pray…[silence for individual prayer] O God, the giver of all that is 
good, by Your holy inspiration grant that we may think those 
things that are right and by Your merciful guiding accomplish 
them; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and 
reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Amen.

Please be seated.
Readings from God’s Word	
The First Reading is from Acts:

Now while Paul was waiting for them at Athens, his spirit 
was provoked within him as he saw that the city was full 

of idols. So he reasoned in the synagogue with the Jews and 
the devout persons, and in the marketplace every day with 
those who happened to be there. Some of the Epicurean 
and Stoic philosophers also conversed with him. And some 
said, “What does this babbler wish to say?” Others said, 
“He seems to be a preacher of foreign divinities”—because 
he was preaching Jesus and the resurrection. And they took 
him and brought him to the Areopagus, saying, “May we 
know what this new teaching is that you are presenting? For 
you bring some strange things to our ears. We wish to know 
therefore what these things mean.” Now all the Athenians 
and the foreigners who lived there would spend their time 
in nothing except telling or hearing something new. 

 So Paul, standing in the midst of the Areopagus, said: “Men 
of Athens, I perceive that in every way you are very reli-
gious. For as I passed along and observed the objects of 
your worship, I found also an altar with this inscription, 
‘To the unknown god.’ What therefore you worship as 
unknown, this I proclaim to you. The God who made the 
world and everything in it, being Lord of heaven and earth, 
does not live in temples made by man, nor is he served 
by human hands, as though he needed anything, since he 
himself gives to all mankind life and breath and everything. 
And he made from one man every nation of mankind to 
live on all the face of the earth, having determined allotted 



The Holy Gospel according to St. John:

Jesus said: “If you love me, you will keep my command-
ments. And I will ask the Father, and he will give you 
another Helper, to be with you forever, even the Spirit of 
truth, whom the world cannot receive, because it neither 
sees him nor knows him. You know him, for he dwells with 
you and will be in you.”

 “I will not leave you as orphans; I will come to you. Yet a 
little while and the world will see me no more, but you will 
see me. Because I live, you also will live. In that day you will 
know that I am in my Father, and you in me, and I in you. 
Whoever has my commandments and keeps them, he it is 
who loves me. And he who loves me will be loved by my 
Father, and I will love him and manifest myself to him.”  
[ John 14:15-21]

This is the Gospel of the Lord.

Please sit.
Children’s Message
The children are invited forward for a message led by Pastor Fitch. 
Hymn	 Lord of All Nations | 844 
Sermon
Our Confession of Faith
Please stand to confess the Nicene Creed printed on the inside back cover of 
the hymnal.
Prayer of the Church 	 [1 Timothy 2:1-4]

…let us pray to the Lord; Lord, have mercy.
�Please be seated.
Offering

In Person | Mail to Church | Bank Bill Pay 

Offertory Hymn	 In Thee Is Gladness | 818
Sacrament of the Altar 	 [2 Timothy 4:22; Colossians 3:1; Psalm 136]

It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times 
and in all places give thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, 
everlasting God, through Jesus Christ our Lord who on this day 
overcame death and the grave and by His glorious resurrection 
opened to us the way of everlasting life. Therefore with angels 
and archangels, and with all the company of heaven we laud 
and magnify your glorious name, evermore praising you and 
singing:

The Holy, Holy, Holy 	 [Isaiah 6:3; Matthew 21:9]

Prayer of Thanksgiving
Blessed are You, Lord of heaven and earth, for You have had 

mercy on those whom You created and sent Your only-begotten 
Son into our flesh to bear our sin and be our Savior. With 
repentant joy we receive the salvation accomplished for us by 
the all-availing sacrifice of His body and His blood on the cross.

Gathered in the name and remembrance of Jesus, we beg You, O 
Lord, to forgive, renew, and strengthen us with Your Word and 
Spirit. Grant us faithfully to eat His body and drink His blood 
as he bids us do in His own testament. Gather us together, we 
pray, from the ends of the earth to celebrate with all the faithful 
the marriage feast of the Lamb in His kingdom, which has no 
end. Graciously receive our prayers; deliver and preserve us. To 
you alone, O Father, be all glory, honor, and worship, with the 
Son and the Holy Spirit, on God, now and forever. Amen.

Lord remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray:
Our Father, who art in heaven,  

 hallowed be Thy name,  
 Thy kingdom come,  
 Thy will be done on earth 
 as it is in heaven.  
 Give us this day our daily bread;  
 and forgive us our trespasses  
 as we forgive those  
 who trespass against us;  
 and lead us not into temptation,  
 but deliver us from evil.  
For Thine is the kingdom  
 and the power and the glory  
 forever and ever. Amen. [Matt 6:9-13]



The Words of Our Lord
Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when he was betrayed, 

took bread, and when he had given thanks, he broke it and 
gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat: this is  
my + body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance 
of me.”

In the same way also he took the cup after supper, and when 
he had given thanks, he gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, 
all of you; this is the new testament in My + blood, which is 
shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as 
you drink it, in remembrance of me.”

The peace of the Lord be with you always. (chanted) 

Lamb of God	 [ John 1:29]

Please be seated and come forward at the direction of the ushers.
Distribution of Holy Communion/Hymns
The Lord’s Supper is a meal for disciples of Jesus who have been baptized and 
taught (as our Lord says in Matthew 28). Those who have confessed their sins, 
acknowledge Jesus as their Savior from sin, believe that with the bread and the 
wine Christ truly gives us His body and blood for the forgiveness of sins, desire to 
commit themselves to Him in loving obedience, and share the faith confessed at 
this altar, are welcome to participate. If you have any doubts or questions about 
the gift of the Lord’s Supper, we ask that you consult with the pastor or an elder. 
Children are invited to come to the altar with their parents to receive a blessing. 

Hymns	 Children of the Heavenly Father | 725
	 The Day Is Surely Drawing Near | 508
When all have communed, please stand.

Post Communion Song

Post Communion Prayer
	Let us pray…one God, now and forever. Amen.

Rite of Farewell and Godspeed for the Carmickles

Benediction	
	 The Lord bless you and keep you.  

The Lord make His face shine on you  
	 and be gracious to you.  
The Lord look upon you with favor  
	 and give you + peace. Amen. [Numbers 6:24-26]

Hymn	 Praise the Almighty | 797
Sending
Go in peace and serve the Lord. Thanks be to God
Postlude
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