Nineteenth Sunday after
Pentecost

October 19, 2025-Setting 4

Have you ever felt like giving up?
Throwing in the towel? Leaving the
ministry, or quitting the faith? In
telling the parable of the persistent
widow, Jesus acknowledges that
quitting the journey is a real
possibility. He was, after all, a man of
sorrows, acquainted with grief. His
own cry of dereliction expressed the
specter of defeat.

People quit the faith for many reasons -
hypocrisy, boredom, legalistic
pettiness, superficial platitudes,
unanswered prayers, bitter
disappointments, and intellectual
doubts. In Luke 18 Jesus encourages
us "always to pray and not give up.”
He telys a story about a persistent
widow who importuned a corrupt
judge. She never gave up, despite the
many injustices she experienced at
the hands of the judge who "neither
feared God nor cared

about men.”

In JRR Tolkien's The Lord of the Rings,
the elves of Lothlorien admit that
they're losing their forest lands. But
they battle on. They describe their
struggle as "fighting the long defeat
In Letters of Tolkien (195), Tolkien
describes our human strugﬁle using
identical language: "Actually, lam a
Christian, and indeed a Roman
Catholic, so that | do not expect
'history’ to be anything buta ‘long
defeat’ — though it contains ... some
samples or glimpses of final victory.”
...In persistence we savor small
victories. We acknowledge our limited
options and make the best of a bad
situation. We resist despair.

Most of all, says Jesus, we keep praying,
and don't give up.

—Daniel B. Clenden

Welcome
We are thankful you have joined us today!

Hymn How Can I Thank You Lord? | 703

Entrance Psalm
P [ lift up my eyes to the hills. From where does my help come?
My help comes from the LORD,
who made heaven and earth.
He will not let your foot be moved; he who keeps you will not slumber.
Behold, he who keeps Israel
will neither slumber nor sleep.
The LORD is your keeper; the LORD is your shade on your right hand.

[Psalm 121:1-8]

The sun will not strike you by day,
nor the moon by night.

The LoRrD will keep you from all evil; he will keep your life.

Glory be to the Father and to the Son
and to the Holy Spirit;
as it was in the beginning,
is now, and will be forever. Amen.
The Lorp will keep your going out and your coming in
from this time forth and forevermore.
Please stand.
Confession & Absolution
In the name of the Father and of the -+ Son and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. [Mac28:19b;18-20]

Our help is in the name of the Lord, who made heaven and earth. (Puim 1243

it time for self-examination and confession

If You, O Lord, kept a record of sins, O Lord, who could stand?

But with You there is forgiveness; therefore You are feared. [Pulm 130534

Since we are gathered to hear God’s Word, call upon Him in prayer and praise, and
receive the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ in the fellowship of this altar, let us
first consider our unworthiness and confess before God and one another that we have
sinned in thought, word, and deed, and that we cannot free ourselves from our sinful
condition. Together as His people let us take refuge in the infinite mercy of God, our
heavenly Father, secking His grace for the sake of Christ, and saying God, be merciful
to me, a sinner. [Lukel8:13]

Almighty God, have mercy upon us, forgive us our sins, and lead us to everlasting
life. Amen.

Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives
you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I
therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the + Son and of the
Holy Spirit. Amen. [John20:19-23]




Lord, Have Mercy (Mark 10:47,ScinglV] — The Epistle Reading is from 2 Timothy.
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Readings from God's Word .

The Old Testament Reading is from Genesis. The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke.

The same night he arose and took his two wives, his two Glory to You, O God.

female servants, and his eleven children, and crossed And [Jesus] told them a parable to the effect that they

the ford of the Jabbok. He took them and sent them ought always to pray and not lose heart. He said, “In a
across the stream, and everything else that he had. And certain city there was a judge who neither feared God nor
Jacob was left alone. And a man wrestled with him until respected man. And there was a widow in that city who
the breaking of the day. When the man saw that he did kept coming to him and saying, ‘Give me justice against
not prevail against Jacob, he touched his hip socket, and my adversary. For a while he refused, but afterward he
Jacob’s hip was put out of joint as he wrestled with him. said to himself, “Though I neither fear God nor respect
Then he said, “Let me go, for the day has broken.” But man, yet because this widow keeps bothering me, I will
Jacob said, “I will not let you go unless you bless me.” And give her justice, so that she will not beat me down by her
he said to him, “What is your name?” And he said, continual coming”” And the Lord said, “Hear what the
“Jacob.” Then he said, “Your name shall no longer be unrighteous judge says. And will not God give justice to
called Jacob, but Israel, for you have striven with God and his elect, who cry to him day and night? Will he delay
with men, and have prevailed.” Then Jacob asked him, long over them? I tell you, he will give justice to them
“Please tell me your name.” But he said, “Why is it that speedily. Nevertheless, when the Son of Man comes, will
you ask my name?” And there he blessed him. So Jacob he find faith on earth?” [Luke 18:18]
called the name of the place PenielZ saying, “For I havc X This is the Gospel of the Lord
seen God face to face, and yet my life has been delivered. Praise to You, O Christ.

[Genesis 32:22-30]

This is the Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. Please it



Children’s Talk
Please sit. The children are invited farzmm’ for amessage
based on [041’@/3 Scripture rmdz'ngx led @/ LPastor Fitch.

Hymn

Sermon

Our Confession of Faith
Please stand to confess the Apostles® Creed printed on the inside back
cover of the hymnal

Prayer of the Church (1 Timothy 2:1-4]
...let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy.
Offering Eﬁm
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Sacrament of the Altar (2 Timothy 4:22; Colossians 3:1; Psalm 136]
The Lord be with you. And also with you.

Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord, our God.

It is right to give Him thanks and praise

It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times
and in all places give thanks to You, holy Lord almighty
Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ our Lord who
on this day overcame death and the grave and by His glorious

resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. Therefore

with angels and archangels, and with all the company of
heaven we laud and magnify your glorious name, evermore
praising you and singing:

[Mark 10:14-16; Mate 19:14; Luke 18:16-17) - The Holy, Holy, Holy

O Word of God Incarnate | 523

[Isaiah 6:3; Macthew 21:9]
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Prayer of Thanksgiving

Blessed are You, O Lord our God, king of all creation, for You
have had mercy on us and given Your only-begotten Son that
whoever believes in Him should not perish but have eternal

life.

We give You thanks for the redemption You have prepared
for us through Jesus Christ. Grant us Your Holy Spirit that
we may faithfully eat and drink of the fruits of His cross and
receive the blessings of forgiveness, life, and salvation that
come to us in His body and blood.

Hear us as we pray in His name and as He has taught us:
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth
as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen. Mart6:9-13



The Words of Our Lord

Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when he was betrayed,
took bread, and when he had given thanks, he broke it and
gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat: this is My =+ body,
which is given for you. This do in remembrance of me.”

In the same way also he took the cup after supper, and when
he had given thanks, he gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it,
all of you; this is My + blood of the New Testament, which
is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as
you drink it, in remembrance of me.”

[Mart 26:26-28; Mark 14:22-24; Luke 22:19-20; 1 Cor 11:23-25]

The peace of the Lord be with you always. Amen.

Lamb of God [John 1:29]
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And grant  us  peace, 0 Lord, we  pray.

Please be seated and come forward at the direction of the ushers.
Distribution of Holy Communion/Hymns
The Lords Suppfr is a meal ﬁ)r discz])/es 0f]€5%§ who have been bﬂptz'zed
and [ﬂugb[ (as our Lovd says in Matthew 28). Those who have wnfmgd
their sins, m‘kmw/m’ge Jesus as their Savior ﬂom sin, believe that with
the bread and the wine Christ tmb/ 1ves us His boﬂ/y and blood for the
forgz’zzmm ?ﬂ'ns, desive to commit themselves to Him in /ow’ng obedience,
and share the ﬁzz’[/o conféssed at this altar, are welcome 1o participate [f
you have any doubts or questions about the f’;ﬁ 0f the Lords Suppen we
ask that you consult with the pastor or an elder: Childyen are invited 1o
come to the altar with their parents to receive a b/mz'ng

Hymns Precious Lord, Take My Hand | 739
Come Thou Fount of Every Blessing | 686

On Eagles Wings | 727

When all have communed, please stand.

Faith Lutheran Church, Preschool & Extended Childcare
A Member Congregation of the Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod

Post Communion Song [Luke 2:29-32]
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Post Communion Prayer
Let us pray...one God, now and forever. Amen.

Benediction [2Cor13:14]
The grace of the Lord + Jesus Christ and the love of God and
the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

Amen.

Hymn  God, Who Made the Earth and Heaven | 877

Postlude
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Faith Lutheran Church Church Office Pastors Church Council Church Elders Mercy Ministry Christian Education
PO Box 1164 office@faithontheweborg Josiah Fiech Tom Raffercy, Chair Michael Walez Chair Regina Allman, Chair Susan Waltz, Chair
Columbus, Missy Collins {{a;tg%{fhm}{hewehorg *If you would like a Church Trustees Stewardship Ministry Laurel _\WCddIC’_ Preschool
Indiana 47202 Sarah Dill Py ot Board Chair’s email, Bill Schnackel, Chair Bill Schnackel, Chair Compmittee Chair
$12/342-3387 “ ) contact the dhurch office Child Care Director

www, /%l't}wnthz’u‘t’b.org

preschool@faithontheweb.org



