
The Seventh Sunday after Pentecost
July 27, 2025 Setting Three (LSB p. 184)

Luther’s commentary on the 7th Commandment 
shows that he was very concerned about 

unjust business practices. Stealing is 
not only physically robbing another’s 

possessions, but it is also taking advantage 
of other people. Though written almost 500 

years ago, Luther’s writings still challenge 
us today and are amazingly relevant & 

timely, since we live in a culture built on a 
free-market economy and generally agree 

that any price charged to people is morally 
acceptable. Luther points out how working 
people also steal from their employers by 
not giving a full day’s work for a full day’s 

pay, and toward the end of his discourse on 
the 7th Commandment, Luther wisely notes 

that the duty of the Church is to reprove 
sin and teach the Word of God. It is the 

duty of governing authorities to restrain 
lawlessness. The Church, as a spiritual 

institution, does not order society or enact 
societal laws; this is solely the duty of the 

government..

Welcome & Announcements 
We are thankful you have joined us today! 

Hymn Our Father, Who from Heaven Above | 766
Please stand. 
Confession & Absolution
In the name of the Father and of the + Son and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. [Matt 28:19b; 18-20]

Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins unto God, our 
Father, beseeching Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness. 

Our help is in the name of the Lord, [Hebrews 10:22] who made heaven and earth. [Psalm 124:8] 

I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord, and You forgave the iniquity of my 
sin. [Psalm 32:5]

Quiet time for self-examination and confession.

O almighty God, merciful Father, I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto you all my 
sins and iniquities with which I have ever offended You and justly deserved Your 
temporal and eternal punishment. But I am heartily sorry for them and sincerely 
repent of them, and I pray You of Your boundless mercy and for the sake of the 
holy, innocent, bitter sufferings and death of Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to be 
gracious and merciful to me, a poor, sinful being.

Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called and ordained servant of Christ, 
announce the grace of God unto all of you, and in the stead and by the command of my Lord 
Jesus Christ I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the + Son and of the 
Holy Spirit. Amen. [ John 20:19-23]



Lord, Have Mercy [Mark 10:47]

Hymn of Praise–Gloria in Excelsius [Luke2:14; John 1:29]

Prayer of the Day
The Lord be with you. And also with you. [1 Timothy 4:22]

Let us pray…[silence for individual prayer] Almighty God, giver of every 
good and perfect gift, teach us to rejoice in the bounty of gifts You 
give to our neighbors and curb our appetite to claim for ourselves 
by theft or dishonesty the money or possessions You have 
bestowed on them. Instead, give us cheerful hearts and willing 
hands to help our neighbors improve and protect their livelihood: 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Please be seated.
Readings from God’s Word
The First Reading is from Second Thessalonians.

But the Lord is faithful. He will establish you and guard you 
against the evil one. And we have confidence in the Lord 

about you, that you are doing and will do the things that we 
command. May the Lord direct your hearts to the love of God 
and to the steadfastness of Christ.

 Now we command you, brothers, in the name of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, that you keep away from any brother who is walking in 
idleness and not in accord with the tradition that you received 
from us. For you yourselves know how you ought to imitate 
us, because we were not idle when we were with you, nor did 
we eat anyone’s bread without paying for it, but with toil and 
labor we worked night and day, that we might not be a burden 
to any of you.

 It was not because we do not have that right, but to give you 
in ourselves an example to imitate. For even when we were 
with you, we would give you this command: If anyone is not 
willing to work, let him not eat. For we hear that some among 
you walk in idleness, not busy at work, but busybodies. Now 
such persons we command and encourage in the Lord Jesus 
Christ to do their work quietly and to earn their own living. 
As for you, brothers, do not grow weary in doing good. If 
anyone does not obey what we say in this letter, take note of 
that person, and have nothing to do with him, that he may be 
ashamed. Do not regard him as an enemy, but warn him as a 
brother. [2 Thessalonians 3:6-15]

This is the Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.
Please stand to greet the Gospel reading singing the Alleluia verse.

The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke.

He entered Jericho and was passing through. And behold, 
there was a man named Zacchaeus. He was a chief tax col-

lector and was rich. And he was seeking to see who Jesus was, 
but on account of the crowd he could not, because he was 
small in stature. So he ran on ahead and climbed up into a  
sycamore tree to see him, for he was about to pass that way. 
And when Jesus came to the place, he looked up and said to 
him, “Zacchaeus, hurry and come down, for I must stay at 
your house today.” So he hurried and came down and received 
him joyfully. And when they saw it, they all grumbled, “He 



has gone in to be the guest of a man who is a sinner.” And 
Zacchaeus stood and said to the Lord, “Behold, Lord, the 
half of my goods I give to the poor. And if I have defraud-
ed anyone of anything, I restore it fourfold.” And Jesus 
said to him, “Today salvation has come to this house, since 
he also is a son of Abraham. For the Son of Man came to 
seek and to save the lost.”[Luke 19:1-10]

This is the Gospel of the Lord.

Our Confession of Faith
Please stand to confess the Apostles’ Creed printed on the inside back 
cover of the hymnal.
Children’s Talk [Mark 10:14-16; Matt 19:14; Luke 18:16-17]

Please sit. The children are invited forward for a message  
based on today’s Scripture readings led by Pastor Fitch.

Hymn These Are the Holy Ten Commands | 581  
 (vs. 1, 8, 11-12)

Sermon Ten Commandments
The Small Catechism-The Ten Commandments  [LSB Pg. 321]
 The Seventh Commandment
 You shall not steal.
 What does this mean?
 We should fear and love God so that we do not take 

our neighbor’s money or possessions, or get them 
in any dishonest way, but help him to improve and 
protect his possessions and income.

Offering
In Person | Mail to Church | Bank Bill Pay

Please stand.
Offertory

Prayer of the Church  [1 Timothy 2:1-4]

Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.
Those for whom we pray are listed on the Life at Faith insert.

Sharing of the Peace
Following the prayers, you may greet one another in the name of the Lord, 
saying, “Peace be with you,” as a sign of reconciliation and of the unity of the 
Spirit in the bond of peace.
Sacrament of the Altar  [2 Timothy 4:22; Colossians 3:1; Psalm 136]

The Lord be with you. And with thy spirit.
Lift up your hearts. We lift them unto the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord, our God.
It is meet and right so to do.
It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and 

in all places give thanks to You, O Lord, holy Father, almighty 
and everlasting God, for the countless blessings You so freely 
bestow on us and all creation. Above all, we give thanks for 
Your boundless love shown to us when You sent Your only–
begotten Son, Jesus Christ, who with the Holy Spirit are one 
God, one Lord. In the confession of the only true God, we 
worship the Trinity in person, and the Unity in substance, of 
majesty co-equal. Therefore with angels and archangels, and 
with all the company of heaven we laud and magnify your 
glorious name, evermore praising you and singing:

The Holy, Holy, Holy  [Isaiah 6:3; Matthew 21:9]

O Lord remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray: 
Our Father, who art in heaven,  

 hallowed be Thy name,  
 Thy kingdom come,  
 Thy will be done on earth 
 as it is in heaven.  
 Give us this day our daily bread;  
 and forgive us our trespasses  
 as we forgive those  
 who trespass against us;  
 and lead us not into temptation,  
 but deliver us from evil.  
For Thine is the kingdom  
 and the power and the glory  
 forever and ever. Amen. [Matt 6:9-13]



The Words of Our Lord
Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when he was betrayed, took 

bread, and when he had given thanks, He broke it and gave it 
to the disciples and said: “Take, eat: this is my + body, which is 
given for you. This do in remembrance of me.”

In the same way also he took the cup after supper, and when he 
had given thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of 
you; this is the new testament in my + blood, which is shed for 
you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, 
in remembrance of me.” 
[Matt 26:26-28; Mark 14:22-24; Luke 22:19-20; 1 Cor 11:23-25]

The peace of the Lord be with you always. Amen.
Lamb of God [ John 1:29]

Please be seated and come forward at the direction of the ushers.
Distribution of Holy Communion/Hymns
The Lord’s Supper is a meal for disciples of Jesus who have been baptized and 
taught (as our Lord says in Matthew 28). Those who have confessed their 
sins, acknowledge Jesus as their Savior from sin, believe that with the bread 
and the wine Christ truly gives us His body and blood for the forgiveness 
of sins, desire to commit themselves to Him in loving obedience, and share 
the faith confessed at this altar, are welcome to participate. If you have any 
doubts or questions about the gift of the Lord’s Supper, we ask that you 
consult with the pastor or an elder. Children are invited to come to the altar 
with their parents to receive a blessing.

Hymns Our Father, By Whose Name | 863 
 Rise, Shine, You People | 825 
 What a Friend We Have in Jesus | 770
When all have communed, please stand.

Post Communion Song

Post Communion Prayer
O give thanks unto the Lord, for He is good, 

and His mercy endureth forever.
Let us pray…one God, now and forever. Amen.

Salutation [2 Timothy 4:22]

The Lord be with you. And with thy spirit.
Bless we the Lord. Thanks be to God. 

Benediction [Numbers 6:24-26]
 The Lord bless you and keep you.  

The Lord make His face shine upon you  
 and be gracious unto you.  
The Lord lift up His countenance upon you  
 and give you + peace. Amen, amen, amen. 

Hymn Children of the Heavenly Father | 725
Postlude
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